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2026 In-site: Brimbank Environmental Art Residency 
 GUIDELINES  

 

To apply, visit: https://brimbank.smartygrants.com.au/ARTRES26 
 
What is the In-Site Environmental Art Residency? 
 
Brimbank Council’s In-site: Brimbank Environmental Art Residency invites artists to actively engage with the 
environment through creative practice. The residency offers an opportunity for professional and artistic 
growth, including financial support, access to a dedicated studio/office space for six months, and the 
potential to exhibit new work. Selected artists (or collectives) will be supported to develop and share their 
practice with the community through workshops or site-specific activations, or exhibitions at the Bowery 
Gallery, Brimbank Gallery or Brimbank Projection Gallery. The program encourages artistic exchange and 
fosters meaningful dialogue about the relationship with the world around us. The residency runs from 1 
February – 1 August 2026 
 
An In-Site Environmental Art Residency supports: 
 

• Artistic merit in the presentation of innovative concepts and ideas; 
• Process-driven arts practice and experimentation in making new, contemporary art work;  
• Work with potential for future presentations; 
• Artistic and professional development for artists; 
• Meaningful social and environmental engagement; 
• Work that is reflective of the social and environmental identity of Brimbank. 

 

What’s on offer?     

Cash Contribution: 
Artists receive a $5,000 cash contribution.This is to cover artists’ fees, production and exhibition costs, and 
administration costs (no more than 10% of the cash contribution for administration). 

Other support: 
Successful applicants will also receive: 
 

• Six months’ free use of a studio/office space at St Albans Community Centre; 
• Support from the Brimbank Council Arts & Culture team; 
• Introductions to relevant council teams and community groups to help research or deliver the 

project; 
• Opportunities to present outcomes at one of Brimbank Council’s exhibition spaces.  

 
Key Dates: 

 
Applications open: Wednesday 1 October 2025 
Application support: Wednesday 1 October to Thursday 29 October 2025 
Venue tour: Available in February upon request richardo@brimbank.vic.gov.au 
Applications close: By 5pm on Thursday 30 October 2025 

   Decisions announced (embargo until public announcement): December 2025 
Agreements finalised and public announcement: January 2026  

 
 
 

mailto:richardo@brimbank.vic.gov.au
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   Residency activity: Between 1 February 2026 and 1 August 2026 
Acquittal Due: 30 August 2026 

Who is eligible to apply? 
 

To apply for funding you must: 
 

1) Be incorporated OR be an individual artist with an ABN OR have an Auspice* 
2) Have Public Liability Insurance cover for the duration of the project 
3) Have acquitted or be compliant with all grants previously awarded by Council (if applicable) 
4) Have a NEW project or be entering/developing a NEW stage of a project 
5) Have a project that commences after 1 October 2025 and is completed by 31 May 2026 

The program is complementary to our Bowery Residency Programs, and to our Community Grants 
Programs, however applicants can not apply to these opportunities for the same project. 

*The applicant or their auspice must have public liability insurance that covers the activity.  
 

Applicants must complete an application form using the In-site: Brimbank Environmental Art Residency 
online system via Smartygrants, and submit the application by the due date in order to be considered by 
a panel. To apply, visit: https://brimbank.smartygrants.com.au/ARTES26 

 
What is the timing for the residency and how do I plan? 

 
You will be notified of the residency outcome in December 2026. We are happy to support co-funding 
applications for your residency. All residencies will be undertaken between 1 February 2026 and 1 
August 2026. 
 
Please note that Brimbank Council’s exhibition spaces, including Brimbank Gallery, Brimbank Projection 
Gallery and Bowery Gallery and are typically booked 12 months in advance, so projects cannot be 
exhibited immediately after the residency. 
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   What role can the Brimbank community play? 
 

A key part of the In-site: Brimbank Environmental Art Residency is working with the Brimbank 
community or council and applications are assessed on the strength of this. Applicants should state that 
they or their key creative team are either from Brimbank, or have demonstrated partnerships with 
communities/organisations within Brimbank. 

 
Partnering means the community is already central to the project. The existing relationship with the 
selected individuals, community group / organisation should be based on positive environmental impact, 
trust, reciprocity and principles of community strengthening. 

How do I apply? 
 

To apply, you must complete the In-site Residency Application Form on SmartyGrants, visit: 
https://brimbank.smartygrants.com.au/ARTRES26 

 
As a part of the application form, you must also attach: 

1. Information about you and your eligibility; 
2. Information about your residency / project – skills and experience of the artistic concept; 
3. Artistic support material; 
4. Letter/s of support from community partnerships. 

You will need an email account to apply online. Please ensure you receive a confirmation of your online 
application via an automatic email from SmartyGrants. It is advised to type out your answers first, then 
copy and paste into SmartyGrants. Do not leave your application idle for more than 60 minutes, as you 
will lose unsaved data. Always press ‘save’ as you go. 

 
How will the applications be assessed? 

Applications will be assessed by an arts practitioner assessment panel comprised of staff from the Arts & 
Culture team, and at least one arts industry panel member. If required, a further informal conversation 
may be built into the assessment before finalising the residencies. The arts industry panel member/s 
will be appointed by Council. All decisions made by the panel are final. 

 
The panel will consider the following three ASSESSMENT CRITERIA: 

 
1. Creative Practice – 40%: 

• Innovative artistic vision 
• Strong rationale for the program of activities 
• Expression of contemporary, creative concepts and ideas 
• Artistic skills, rigor and ability of the key people involved 

 

2. Viability – 30%: 
• A suitable skills to support the proposed activity 
• The relevance and timeliness of the proposed activity 
• Demonstrated environmental and cultural competencies involved with working with the 

identified community 
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3. Impact on the artist and local environment and community – 30%: 
• How the proposed activity strengthens the artist’s practice 
• The role of any community partners involved, including confirmation of their involvement 
• How the proposed activity enables a positive impact for the environment 
• The social and artistic impact on the community  

 
 

Please check that your application as this will all effect your eligibility: 
1) Addresses the selection criteria 
2) Includes letters of support from community 
3) Includes examples of your artistic work via weblinks or images 

Requirements and Reporting 
 

• Successful applicants need to sign an Agreement with Council. This must be returned to Council 
by the due date. Please note if Council has not received the signed residency agreement by the 
due date, the grant will be forfeited and offered to another project. 

• Successful applicants must provide a valid Public Liability Certificate of Currency for the 
duration of their residency to the value of $20,000,000 

• Payment Schedule for cash contributions: 50% upon signing of agreement and 50% on 
completion of the residency. Residency artist / organisations to provide tax invoice for 
payment. 

• Any change to a successful project must be discussed with the Visual and Public Art Senior 
Officer and confirmed in writing. 

• We use Takso, an online evaluation platform to assess the outcomes of this program. 
Successful applicants will receive support from the Visual and Public Art Senior Officer to 
complete their planning and evaluation in Takso. For more information on Takso, 
visit:https://culturaldevelopment.net.au/Takso 

• Evaluation and documentation of the project is required. Images and a completed artist survey 
(takes up to 5 minutes) via Survey Monkey is required. 

What applicant support is available? 
 

Richard Orjis (Visual and Public Arts Senior Officer) RichardO@brimbank.vic.gov.au 
M: 0419512470 
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