
Fiona Margaret Clarke 

Aboriginal artist of the Gunditjmara/Kirrae Whurrong Clan of the Western District of 

Victoria 

 

Artist Biography 

1963 Born in Warrnambool, Victoria, Australia to Banjo Clarke (dec) and  

Audrey Couzens (dec) 

Education 

1993 Completed Diploma of Studio Textiles at Warrnambool South West TAFE 

2012 Completed Advanced Diploma of Art and Design 

Public Art 

2001 First Solo exhibition in Melbourne, “Facing the Past, Looking to the future,” Mira Fine 

Art Gallery. Also first exhibition of tapestries 

2002 First major commissioned work. Worked with renowned New Zealand Artist Chris 

Booth on his sculpture ‘Strata,’ Axa Plaza, Little Collins St,  Melbourne 

2003-4 Second major commission by City of Melbourne to complete the sculpture “Eel Trap” 

for the Birrarung Marr Park in collaboration with Ken McKean 

2003-4 Awarded Special Development Grant of $10,000 to work as artist-in-residence at 

internationally renowned Victorian Tapestry Workshop, Melbourne 

2008 Completed Eel Story floor engravement for Brophy’s Youth Complex in collaboration 

with Kate Gane 

Completed Sculpture for Brophy Youth Complex in collaboration with Patrick Tonks 

‘Ngatanwarr’Mural, (in collaboration with Bronwyn Ferguson), Entrance to 

Warrnambool College, 

2015 Completed ‘public art project, ‘Koontapool, The Blue Mother Whale’, a collaboration 

with artist Kate Gane, (dec). Commissioned by Warrnambool City Council 

Completed wall mural in collaboration with Ken McKean for Colac Otway Community 

Centre. 

Commissioned to do a major art work for the South West Health Care Cancer Centre. 

Completed Mural in Collaboration with Patricia Clarke and Ken McKean for Koorie Court, 

Justice Department 

2016 Art work chosen for 150th year celebration of first Aboriginal Cricket Walkabout Team 

to tour England and play on MCG, Cricket Australia, Fiona is direct descendant of original 

player James Couzens, (‘Mosquito’) who is her Great, Great Grandfather. 

Snipe Project Port Fairy. A public art work in bluestone for Moyne Shire, including 

interactive workshops with Consolidated Primary School, Port fairy. 

Banjo Clarke Mural in collaboration with Tricia McKean for DHHS meeting room 

Warrnambool 

2017 Port Fairy Folk Festival, Artworks and a presentation of my children’s book, ‘Minkgill 

Chases the Rainbow’ for opening of 2017 Port Fairy Folk Festival. 

Commissioned by Corrangamite Health to create artworks for Terang Hospital and two health 

clinics. 

‘Bonds in Art’ exhibition with emerging young artist Patricia McKean, Scope Galleries, 

Warrnambool, 

Commissioned by South West Health Care to create a mural for SWHC Indigenous Mental 

Health Unit. 

Commissioned by City of Warrnambool and Warrnambool Art Gallery to complete 

Aboriginal designs for Gobo lights as part of redevelopment of Warrnambool CBD, (Current) 

WAG purchased major tapestry, ‘Talking Tucker’ for their collection 

Aboriginal Mural, Commissioned by the Newport Early Childhood Centre 

2019 Fiona was shortlisted Metro Trains High Capacity First People’s Art 

Commission. 



Ballarat Lines Unit and Regional Rail Revival Projects commissioned Fiona and her 

husband Ken McKean to complete art works for five train station upgrades, 

(Rockbank, Cobblebank, Bacchus Marsh, Ballan and Wendouree) now completed. 

Solo Exhibition, ‘Wise Ways and Inspiration’ at Alliance Francaise 

2020 Selected by the Greater City of Dandenong to create sculpture for Springvale 

Precinct Community Hub in collaboration with artist Kenneth McKean. 

Completed. 

2021 Shortlisted and selected for Level Crossing Project, Public Art Opportunity, 

Fitzgerald Road. Completed. 

Shortlisted for Stolen Generation Marker, Hume City Council. 

Commissioned to paint a mural, (Respect Yourself) for WRAD, (an organisation 

which helps those with drug and alcohol issues) 

Commissioned By Rail Projects Victoria to paint an O Fountain an environmental 

initiative. 

Completed 40m Mural for Diamond Valley Sports and Fitness Centre, Greensborough 

for the Nullumbik Council. 

2022 Commissioned by Yarra Ranges Council to paint water tank ion McMahon’s 

Creek as part of an Indigenous project. 

Commissioned by The Friends of Kororoit Creek to complete a rock sculpture for the 

Bug Rug section of Kororoit Creek, Sunshine West. 

Completed 4 paintings for the Dexus Group of buildings in Melbourne and Perth. 

Completed floor and wall mural for Mary McKillop Family Services, Footscray. 

2023  Completed Mural, Bunjil, Mary McKillop Family Services, Geelong 

Completed Mural, ‘Rainbow Serpent’ for Point Cook Pop-up Park 

Completed Water Tank Mural, ‘Goanna Fella’ for Kalorama Reserve, Yarra Ranges 

Council 

Completed Mural, ‘Creation Story’ Brighthouse Early Learning Centre, South 

Morang  

Selected for Guardian Childcare and Education Centre, West Preston, 

2024 Completed 4 Designs and Murals for Swinburne Secondary College 

Completed Sculpture Cycle of Life Circle Sculpture, for Wurundjeri, Lilydale,Yarra 

Ranges Council,  

Selected for Wyndham Law Courts Fire Pit and Gathering Place Public Art Project 

Selected to create artwork for the Wyndham Law Courts Koori Court Room 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


